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Fearby, Healey and District Parish Council 

www.fearbyhealeydistrict-pc.org 

email: fearbypc@gmail.com 

Clerk: Alan Greensit 01677 424221 

Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting held on 29th July 2021, at 7.30pm in Fearby Village 

Hall 

Present: Chair –G Verity, Vice Chair – B Gregg 

Cllrs:-  J Brearley;  K Marshall; J Hayman; S Searle 

Cllrs:- N Simms, M Atkinson 

App:- M Hope; C Stead; J Marsden  

2 members of the public also attended 

 

This meeting followed the Annual Parish Meeting where reports were brought from the individual 

parishes. The chairman started the meeting at 7.50pm 

The minutes of the previous meeting were declared a true record and signed by the Chair 

 

Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting 

Lowther House planning has been passed with conditions. 

The Defibrillator is now functioning and Jack Burke has been in touch with First Response who 

advised him how to make it operational. It needed to be checked on a regular basis which Mr 

Burke is willing to do. It requires a battery change every 4 years so the council will make sure this 

is done in 2022. 

Firefighter problems, Councillor Gregg advised that Masham is like every other retained fire station 

in that they are struggling to get cover. The only people with time are the retired who are mainly 

unable to. Younger people have family commitments as well as work and Covid has made it 

difficult with isolation rules. 

There has been no response from Highways regarding the question about the Marfield Quarry 

expansion so the clerk will send it again. 

The table and bench are in the process of being refurbished and the other bench has been rubbed 

down and painted by Mr Burke whom the council thanked. 

 

Planning  

Certificate of lawfulness for a change of use from agricultural field to domestic garden for 

Greenacres. There were many councillors who knew the property and confirmed that the field has 

been used as a garden since the mid 1990’s so had no objection to the change of use. The clerk 

will inform planning.    

Finance  

Bank statements were duly checked and signed by the chairman. 

The Clerks expenses were also verified and signed off. 
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The Clerk informed the council of the balance of the commuted sums and it was agreed to request 

this for the Kell Bank School Commemorative bench. The bench has been paid for by donations 

but the council would put it on a suitable base. The clerk would email Harrogate Council to request 

this. 

Other Business.   

The police report was read out and noted, there had been the theft of a caravan and an abusive 

phone call reported on 4 June and doorstep sellers reported on 15 July. 

The council expressed concerns regarding the parish boundaries after the decision of Harrogate 

Borough Council becoming part of a unitary authority for the whole of North Yorkshire. Borough 

Councillor Simms advised that the only boundary change was the parliamentary boundary for 

Skipton and Ripon so did not affect the parishes. 

County Councillor Atkinson advised that the county council elections had been cancelled for 2022 

and a new election would take place which would transfer to the unitary authority and the posts 

would last for 5 years. The council queried how decision would be made like planning when the 

planners did not know the area. Councillor Simms said things like planning would be centralised 

for convenience. Councillor Atkinson said that North Yorkshire was not only the largest county but 

had the oldest population in the country and the new unitary authority were in a position to address 

that as it opened up funding from central government. 

Councillor Gregg stated that it seemed that decision making was being further removed from the 

population. 

 

The chairman thanked all for attending and closed the meeting at 8.40 pm 

  

The next meeting will be held on 23rd September at 7.30 in Fearby Village Hall  

 


